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Colleagues:  

First of all, let me thank the work of the Awards Committee, both in their conduct of the 
selection process and in their recommendation of this year’s nominee. Let me also thank 
Thomas Ritz for the opportunity this afternoon to participate in this celebration.  

If you’ve reviewed the program, then you know we are here to honor Dr. Hans Folgering, 
Professor of Pulmonary Physiology at the University of Nijmegen, The Netherlands. For me 
Hans is an especially special colleague – he remains a steady influence in my own 
development as teacher, scientist, and more recently – and perhaps to his chagrin – as 
administrator.  

I fear I am unable to recall exactly when I first met Hans, but it was likely at the third 
International Symposium on Respiratory Psychophysiology that he hosted in Nijmegen in 
1984, when I was a postdoctoral fellow in respiratory physiology. By the time I attended the 
Third Annual ISARP meeting that he also hosted, in 1996 – the year before he served as 
ISARP’s third President - he was a familiar colleague and friend.  

Over the years as our organization has matured from the international congress to an 
organized society, our annual gatherings have been frequently marked by a high social 
occasion. Over the years I especially recall three such events: the endless plates of duck breast 
in Bordeaux; the opera held in the marvelous renaissance facility in Stockholm; and the 
barbecue held among the boars in Dekkerwald.  

Dr. Folgering received his medical training at the University of Nijmegen and he completed 
fellowships in The Netherlands, Germany, and England. I won’t dwell on his markedly 
distinguished scientific career except to mention that he has directed over 25 doctoral students 
and has published over 300 articles and book chapters. Since 1988, he has averaged 15 
scholarly publications a year.  

Hans possesses the three attributes I admire most in physician-scientists: he is a caring and 
competent healthcare professional; he is a scientist with rigorous methodological skills, who 
has developed an integrated program of discovery related to the control of breathing, sleep, 
pulmonary rehabilitation and disabilities; and he understands behavior and recognizes its full 
importance in the prevention of disease and in the care and treatment of patients.  

In terms of the aims of our Society, Dr. Folgering exemplifies that rare mix of expertise in 
processes – both physiological and psychological – that are important in the self-regulation of 
breathing – both theoretical and practical.  



It is easy to affirm the range of his reach in a brief review of the journals in which his work 
has appeared including: Progress in Respiratory Research; Respiration; European Journal of 
Respiratory Disease; Journal of Psychosomatic Research; Lung; Patient Care; Archives of 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation; Am. J. Respir Crit Care Med; Chest; Thorax; Journal 
of Applied Physiology; Biological Psychology; and Journal of Allergy and Clinical 
Immunology.  

Finally, I would be remiss not to mention other elements of Hans’ world of accomplishments 
– as husband (35 years); as proud father of two sons; and as grandfather, to Tim.  

And so, with great pleasure, and with great respect, I am pleased to present the Society’s 
Award for Distinguished Contributions to Respiratory Psychophysiology to Professor Dr. 
Hans Folgering.  

Respectfully Submitted,  

Andrew Harver  

Award Citation 

In Appreciation of his Distinguished Contributions, The International Society for the 
Advancement of Respiratory Psychophysiology is Proud to Recognize and Honor Dr. 
Hans Folgering and Present to him the Society’s Award for Distinguished Contributions 
to Respiratory Psychophysiology. Princeton, New Jersey, USA. October 19, 2004.  
 

 


