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Colleagues:  

First of all, let me thank the work of the Awards Committee, both in their conduct of the 
selection process and in their recommendation of this year's nominee. Let me also thank Beth 
McQuaid for the opportunity this afternoon to participate in this celebration.  

If you've reviewed the program, then you know we are here to honor Dr. Harry Kotses, 
Emeritus Professor of Psychology at Ohio University in Athens Ohio. For me Harry is an 
especially special colleague – he remains a steady influence in my own development as 
teacher, scientist, and more recently – and perhaps to his chagrin – as administrator. I've 
known Harry longer than I have known my wife of 22 years.  

I am able to recall exactly when I first met Harry. I had just arrived in Athens a day earlier in 
the late summer of 1979 and with little to do I went to introduce myself to my new advisor. 
When I found his office in the corner of Porter Hall and walked in, a crowd of what I assumed 
was faculty were laughing and carrying on, enjoying what few days were left before the heat 
of the fall term. I was looking for Dr Kotses I explained. A graying, bushy-haired guy 
explained he was already out to lunch and would be back later. Later, that fellow - Dr Kotses 
– was surprised when I returned to introduce myself as his new graduate student. The next 
day, he had me in the lab. But that exchange was followed by years of consistently 
stimulating study and discourse; double-entry key punched data cards; reading, writing and 
re-writing; and trips to Bordeaux, Toronto, and The Netherlands.  

Dr. Kotses earned his baccalaureate degree in psychology from Lehigh University; his 
master's degree in psychology from Temple University; and his doctorate in experimental 
psychology from Michigan State University where he worked with Dr David Raskin. We 
begin to gain a little insight to Harry's research excellence – evident in his unwavering 
commitment to experimental rigor – when we trace his academic heritage. Dave Raskin 
trained with Irving Maltzman who trained with Kenneth Spence who trained with Robert 
Yerkes who trained with Hugo Munsterberg who trained with Wilhelm Wundt. "A fine 
lineage" I think Harry might say. "Just fine." Maybe, even, "Outstanding."  

Harry's earliest papers with Dr Raskin concerned the autonomic nervous system, 
conditioning, and orienting and defensive reflexes. After earning his PhD he spent a couple of 
years in the Human Resources Research Office at Ft. Benning Georgia, and then a year with 



John Stern at Washington University. But since 1970 – as he rose through the ranks from 
assistant professor to professor at Ohio University – his research and teaching has focused on 
respiratory psychophysiology and asthma self-management.  

I won't dwell on his markedly distinguished scientific career except to mention that he has 
directed a dozen doctoral students and has published 100 articles, books, and book chapters. 
He has served as investigator or co-investigator of asthma projects supported through millions 
of dollars in NIH funding. And it is easy to affirm the range of his reach in a brief review of 
the journals in which his work has appeared including: American Review of Respiratory 
Disease; Biological Psychology; Chest; Journal of Asthma; Journal of Allergy and Clinical 
Immunology; Psychophysiology; and Psychosomatic Medicine.  

Harry is a caring and competent professor; an explorer with rigorous methodological skills; 
and one of the best writers I know which derives, naturally, from his clarity of thinking and 
keen sense for uncovering relationships among natural phenomena. And so in all ways he 
epitomizes Edward O. Wilson's definition of ‘scientist.'  

In the end, in terms of the aims of our Society – aside from having served as ISARP's 4th 
president - Dr. Kotses exemplifies that rare mix of expertise in processes – both behavioral 
and methodological – that are important in understanding the self-regulation of asthma – both 
theoretical and practical.  

My family loves him, and relishes every visit he makes to Charlotte. I know his wife, Kandee, 
loves him, too, as do his sons Pete and Nick.  

And so, with great pleasure, and with great respect, I am pleased to present the Society's 
Award for Distinguished Contributions to Respiratory Psychophysiology to Dr. Harry Kotses.  

Respectfully Submitted, Andrew Harver 



 
 

 

 
 
 


